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Current Situation in Catalonia

Municipal Waste Generation Based on 
Inhabitant Register
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For the third year, the rate of 
municipal waste generation 
per capita has remained at 
1.64 kg per person per day.

In 2007 there were 4,311,370 
tonnes of municipal waste 
(598.6 kg per person and year) 
generated. This implies that the 
trend for waste generated per 
capita has remained stable for 
another year. 
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PROGREMIC 2007-2012
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Prevention Objectives

• Maintain the stabilisation trend of waste generation per capita as part of a first 
phase .

• Establish a reduction trend of waste generation per capita in a second phase
– by 2012: 10% reduction vs 2006  (from 1.64 kg/inhabi tant per day to 1.48 

kg/inhabitant per day).  
– This is 0.16 kg/person less per day, meaning 58.4 k g/inhabitant less per 

year.    

• This potential waste reduction is distributed by fl ows in following way: 
– Organic material: 2%
– Paper and cardboard: 2%
– Glass: 1%
– Packaging: 1%. Specifically for single-use plastic bags, the reduction 

objectives per capita are:  30% by 2009, 50% by 2012.
– Others (voluminous, wood, WEEE, textiles, sanitary textiles ...): 4%
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Specific Prevention Actions
Key Factor 1: Citizens

• Actions in favour of prevention are planned on differen t levels : 

– “Environmentally-friendly” production.

– Conscientious buying .

– Conscientious use.

– Once waste is generated, prevent its entry into collection 
circuits.
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Specific Prevention Actions
Key Factor 1: Citizens

• Introduction of measures to regulate single-use plast ic bags:
– Proposal of voluntary agreements to achieve the object ives.  
– Study the introduction of economic measures against end-users
– Promotion of reusable elements or compostable bags. 

• Regulation of advertising material and distribution of free press and 
other non-packaging paper. 
– Promotion of specific regulation on the different for ms of 

advertising  to develop prevention measures. 
– Study the introduction of economic measures to reduc e the 

generation of non-packaging paper.  

• Promotion of intangible and responsible consumption w ith measures 
directed at distributors and consumers. 



9

• Promotion of more environmentally-friendly events. 

• Extension and continuation of the line of technical  support and economic 
aid for carrying out specific prevention projects. 

• Promotion of prevention measures for the organic fr action : 
– Community and household composting
– Measures to reduce the squandering of food. 
– Prevention of organic waste generation through the making use of

excess food in the fight against hunger (food banks ). 

• Organisation of programmes to repair, prepare produ cts for reuse. 

• Promotion of the offering of and demand for reusabl e products. 
– Reusable packaging, especially through agreements w ith companies

working in the HORECA channel.
– Pilot tests for the use of reusable nappies and the  environmental 

assessment of the results.

Specific Prevention Actions
Key Factor 1: Citizens
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• Regulation of environmentally-friendly public procu rement:

– Formalise an agreement between government agencies.

– On the long term, plan the adoption of a specific r egulation that 
establishes minimum levels of annual procurement of  recycled 
materials, the obligatory use of compost as fertili ser for public parks 
and gardens, etc.

– Promote green purchasing by private companies. 

Specific Prevention Actions
Key Factor 2: Management
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Actions Carried Out
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Actions Carried Out
Funding
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• In total, 834 prevention projects have been funded since 2004 with 
14 Million Euros 

• The annual official announcements for funding applications have 
been published.  
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• The territorial distribution of the 
prevention projects is shown on the 
prevention map on the Waste Agency 
website.

• An application has been created to 
search the projects, according to the 
following criteria:
– Project status
– Organisation carrying out the 

project
– Location 
– Type of actions carried out
– Fields of action

Dissemination Actions
Waste Prevention Map 
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• Results of the search: 
– Map with the number of projects per area or region. 
– List of the selected projects with the following information: 

• Municipality.
• Organisation.
• Project name.
• Poster summarising the project. 

Dissemination Actions 
Waste Prevention Map 

491 projects
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• Conference held during the Waste 
Reduction Week (European pilot 
edition) .

• Showing different experiences in 
packaging waste prevention , and the 
status of waste prevention in Catalonia and 
local prevention plans.

• Contribution from 13 experts. 

• More than 300 attendees.

Dissemination Actions: 
6th Conference on Municipal Waste Prevention 
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Dissemination Actions 
Specific Publications 

Guide to the Preparation of Local Prevention 
Plans:

• Presented during the 6th Conference on 
Municipal Waste Prevention. 

• Developed to implement the instruments in the 
new PROGREMIC 2007-2012 within the waste 
prevention sub-programme. 

• Municipal administration must act as a 
facilitator, promoting concerted actions among 
the different agents.  

• To enable the different agents to participate 
they must plan and apply a medium- and long-
term strategy.

• The guide defines the methodology and steps 
that must be performed to prepare local waste 
preparation plans in the most rigorous and 
complete way. 
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Dissemination actions 
Waste Reduction Week

• The Waste Agency of Catalonia, in 
collaboration with different public 
and private organisations, has 
programmed more than 80 
activities that are taking place for 
the week in Catalonia. 

• There are actions of all types : talks, 
festivals, barter markets, 
workshops, etc…

• The aim is to broaden the 
repercussions and knowledge of 
the different possibilities available 
to us for reducing waste 
generation.
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Dissemination Actions 
“Here We Reduce” Prevention Campaign

• During this week, the 1st 
communication campaign 
for waste prevention, has 
been launched in the following 
media: 
– TV
– Press Premsa
– Ràdio
– Cinema
– Internet



19

Specific Projects 
Pay-As-You-Throw Waste Management System 

(PAYT) 

• In 2006, the ARC subsidised  PAYT projects in 6 local organisations and a 
university

• The ARC’s intention is to assist these local organisations in carrying out these 
projects, by enabling them to exchange information among themselves. 

• At the start of 2008, subsidies have been provided for:
• 4 PAYT studies in the following entities: Artesa de Lleida, St. Andreu de 

Llavaneres, Valls and Sta. Eulàlia de Ronçana Town Councils.
• 4 PAYT implementation projects for the following entities: Argentona, 

Cabanes and Canet de Mar Town Councils and the al L’Alt Camp 
Regional Council. 
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Specific Projects 
Plastic Bag Agreements

• Since 2004, the ARC has supported around 160 projects
by local entities, non-profit organisations and universities, 
which include actions to reduce single-use plastic bags.

• Even if it has not been possible to sign a voluntary 
agreement with the Catalan distribution sector, in 2008 two 
specific agreements have been signed: in February with 
the Bon Preu Group and this October with the XarxFarma 
Association, which includes 190 pharmacies.
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Specific Projects
Plastic Bag Agreement with the Bon Preu 

Group

• Objective: Reduce the consumption of 
single-use bags by 20% in one year in 
its 110 stores. 

• Key actions: 
– Give a cash refund to the customer of 

€0.02 for each bag they do not take.
– Offer compostable bags at €0.05/unit 

as an alternative. 
– Reduce the grammage of and the inks 

on the single-use plastic bags.
– Not offer them indiscriminately. 

• Launch campaign by the company with 
the slogan: “Better than a plastic bag. 
Leave the single-use bag and we’ll 
refund it’s value” to encourage reuse of 
the different elements.  
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Specific projects
Plastic Bag Agreement with XarxaFarma

• XarxaFarma: 181 pharmacies
associated. 

• Objective: Reduce consumption of single-
use bags by 10% in 2009 (vs 2008) and 
20% in 2010 (vs 2008).

• Actions: 
– Offer reusable bags to customers 

as an alternative. 
– Give a discount of €0.05 on the 

purchase of products (not 
medicines) to consumers that do not 
use single-use bags. 

– Inform member pharmacies and 
their clients, through  two inserts in
InfoXarxa magazine, and the 
distribution of information posters 
in member pharmacies.



23

Specific Projects
Agreement with the 

Food Bank Foundation  

• Agreement: Encourage prevention of the generation of organic waste by making 
good use of excess food in the fight against hunger. 

2007-2008:
– €40,000 funding as well as  management support. 

– Key actions: 

• World Food Day.

• Saló Alimentària food trade-show: individual info sessions to +200 companies, 
leaflet distribution and 10 metric tonnes of food collected .  

• A mail-out to food sector companies.

2008-2010
– €156,373 funding

– Key actions:

• Companies awareness-raising

• Collaboration in Green Schools Programme
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Collaboration Agreement to establish and promote two lines of action: 
– Sustainable consumption.
– Monitoring and control of the application of regulations of seller 

responsibility. 

• ARC key responsibilities: 
– Jointly prepare dissemination plan on sustainable consumption, 

with a special emphasis on consumption for the prevention of 
wastes and consumption of recycled products.

– Cooperate in training activities.

• Term of the agreement: until 31 December 2009. 

Specific Projects
Agreement with the 

Catalan Consumer Agency  



25

• 2009 Awards categories:
– Products.
– Projects.
– Strategies.
– Materials.

• Closing date for entries: 31 January 2009.

• Award ceremony to be held on World Environment Day, 
2009.

• Prize awarded for each category and special mentions 
chosen by the judges.

– Award: trophy, certified diploma and €3,000.

• Basic selection criteria:
– Recycling.
– Recyclability.
– Biodegradability.
– Design quality (creativity, durability, functionality, aesthetics...).

Specific Projects
Environment Awards. Design for Recycling
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Specific Projects
Buy Recycled Network (XCR)

•2006 collaboration agreement to establish the framework for the creation of Buy Recycled 
Network (XCR).

•OBJECTIVE: to boost the buying of environmentally-friendly products and recycled, 
recyclable and biodegradable products .

•XCR member organisations:
– SELLERS: 84 organisations - PRODUCTS: 256
– BUYERS: 40 organisations - SELLERS AND BUYERS: 2

http://xcr.arc.cat
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Conclusions 
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Conclusions 

• PROGREMIC 2007-2012 has the objective of reducing municipal waste by 
10% in 2012, this means 58.4 kg/inhabitant less per year than the amount 
generated in 2006 . 

• For single-use plastic bags in particular, the prop osal is to reduce them  
by 30% in 2009, and by 50% by 2012.

• Two agreements on bags have already been signed, and the initial 
results have been very encouraging . 

• We have great expectations about the introduction of pay-as-you-throw 
systems.

• This year, for the first time funding will be provi ded for the preparation of 
local prevention plans that must set objectives and prevention measures 
on a local level.

• There is still much work ahead of us in all stages of the product life 
cycle , and in this sense we believe that, with the new PROGREMIC 2007-
2012, the local prevention plans and the specific projects, we can 
achieve in some parts of Catalonia the objectives p roposed in the ACR+ 
campaign “ 100 kg less per inhabitant per year ”.
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Conclusions

Catalan Centre for Recycling
Waste Agency of Catalonia

c/ Dr. Roux, 80 · 08017 Barcelona
Tel. +34 935 673 300  Fax. +34 935 673 305 

http://www.arc.net

Thank you very much for your 
attention.


